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activated to support COVID-19 response ef-
forts;

Whereas women have been critical to re-
sponding to the wunjustified invasion of
Ukraine by the Russian Federation, includ-
ing as members of the National Guard and as
active duty personnel in the Armed Forces
who have been deployed to contribute to for-
eign assistance efforts;

Whereas 13 members of the Armed Forces,
including 2 women, were killed during Oper-
ation Allies Refuge, in which over 120,000
people were evacuated in the largest civilian
airlift in the history of the United States;

Whereas, in 2020—

(1) the population of women veterans
reached nearly 2,000,000, which represents a
significant increase from 713,000 women vet-
erans in 1980; and

(2) women veterans constitute approxi-
mately 10 percent of the total veteran popu-
lation;

Whereas women are the fastest growing
group in the veteran population;

Whereas an estimated 1 in 3 women vet-
erans enrolled in the healthcare system of
the Department of Veterans Affairs report
having experienced military sexual trauma
(MST) during their military service;

Whereas the United States is proud of, and
appreciates, the service of all women vet-
erans who have demonstrated great skill,
sacrifice, and commitment to defending the
principles upon which the United States was
founded and which the United States con-
tinues to uphold;

Whereas women veterans have unique sto-
ries and should be encouraged to share their
recollections through the Veterans History
Project, a part of the American Folklife Cen-
ter at the Library of Congress, which has
worked since 2000, to collect and share the
personal accounts of wartime veterans in the
United States; and

Whereas, by designating June 12, 2022, as
“Women Veterans Appreciation Day’’, the
Senate can—

(1) highlight the growing presence of
women in the Armed Forces and the Na-
tional Guard; and

(2) pay respect to women veterans for their
patriotic military service: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate designates June
12, 2022, as ‘“Women Veterans Appreciation
Day’’ to recognize the service and sacrifices
of women veterans who have served valiantly
on behalf of the United States.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  669—CON-
DEMNING THE USE OF HUNGER
AS A WEAPON OF WAR AND REC-
OGNIZING THE EFFECT OF CON-
FLICT ON GLOBAL FOOD SECU-
RITY AND FAMINE

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
YOUNG, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
MENENDEZ, and Mr. RISCH) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 669

Whereas in 2020, 155,000,000 people experi-
enced crisis levels of food insecurity (Inte-
grated Food Security Phase Classification
phase 3 or above), with nearly 100,000,000 peo-
ple living in environments where conflict
was the main driver of hunger, and the
COVID-19 pandemic has worsened rising
global food insecurity;

Whereas conflict acutely impacts vulner-
able populations such as women and chil-
dren, persons with disabilities, refugees, and
internally displaced persons;
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Whereas armed conflict impacts on food se-
curity can be direct, such as displacement
from land, destruction of livestock grazing
areas and fishing grounds, or destruction of
food stocks and agricultural assets, or indi-
rect, such as disruptions to food systems,
leading to increased food prices or decreased
household purchasing power, or decreased ac-
cess to supplies that are necessary for food
preparation, including water and fuel;

Whereas conflict disrupts the distribution
and buying and selling of food within a food
system due to a shortage of produce, risk, or
perceived risk of travel, the formation of il-
legal distribution channels and markets, and
the breakdown of a government’s ability to
enforce regulations or perform its judiciary
functions;

Whereas aerial bombing campaigns tar-
geting agricultural heartlands, scorched
earth methods of warfare, and the use of
landmines and other explosive devices have
direct impacts on the ability of vulnerable
populations to feed themselves;

Whereas effective humanitarian response
in armed conflict, including in the threat of
conflict-induced famine and food insecurity
in situations of armed conflict, requires re-
spect for international humanitarian law by
all parties to the conflict, and allowing and
facilitating the rapid and unimpeded move-
ment of humanitarian relief to all those in
need;

Whereas efforts to restrict humanitarian
aid and the operational integrity and impar-
tiality of humanitarian aid works and dis-
tribution efforts, including through block-
ades, security impediments, or irregular bu-
reaucratic requirements is another means by
which combatants employ starvation and
food deprivation as a weapon of war; and

Whereas the United States Government
has the tools to fight global hunger, protect
lifesaving assistance, and promote the pre-
vention of conflict, including through the
Global Fragility Act of 2019 (title V of divi-
sion J of Public Law 116-94), the Global Food
Security Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-195), and
the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-334), and has the potential to
hold accountable those using hunger as a
weapon of war through the Global Magnitsky
Human Rights Accountability Act (subtitle
F of title XII of Public Law 114-328): Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the use of hunger as a weapon
of war through the—

(A) starvation of civilians;

(B) intentional and reckless destruction,
removing, looting, or rendering useless ob-
jects necessary for food production and dis-
tribution such as farmland, markets, mills,
food processing and storage areas, foodstuffs,
crops, livestock, agricultural assets, water-
ways, water systems, drinking water instal-
lations and supplies, and irrigation works;

(C) denial of humanitarian access and the
deprivation of objects indispensable to peo-
ple’s survival, such as food supplies and nu-
trition resources; and

(D) willful interruption of market systems
to affected populations in need in conflict
environments by preventing travel and ma-
nipulating currency exchange; and

(2) calls on the United States Government
to—

(A) prioritize diplomatic efforts to call out
and address instances where hunger and in-
tentional deprivation of food is being uti-
lized as a weapon of war, including efforts to
ensure that security operations do not un-
dermine livelihoods of local populations to
minimize civilian harm;

(B) continue efforts to address severe food
insecurity through humanitarian response
efforts, including in-kind food assistance,
vouchers, and other flexible modalities;
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(C) ensure existing interagency strategies,
crisis response efforts, and ongoing programs
consider, integrate, and adapt to address
conflict by utilizing crisis modifiers in
United States Agency for International De-
velopment programming to respond to rapid
shocks and stress such as the willful tar-
geting of food systems; and

(D) ensure that the use of hunger as a
weapon of war is considered within the em-
ployment of tools to hold individuals, gov-
ernments, militias, or entities responsible
such as the Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act (22 U.S.C. 2656), where
appropriate, and taking into consideration
the need for humanitarian exemptions and
the protection of lifesaving assistance.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 5076. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an

amendment to the bill H.R. 3967, to improve
health care and benefits for veterans exposed
to toxic substances, and for other purposes.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 5076. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 3967, to im-
prove health care and benefits for vet-
erans exposed to toxic substances, and
for other purposes; as follows:

At the end add the following:

SEC. . EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 4 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have
eight requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a) of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, June 9, 2022, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, June 9,
2022, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a business
meeting.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, June 9, 2022,
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, June 9,
2022, at 9 a.m., to conduct an executive
business meeting.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMODITIES, RISK
MANAGEMENT, AND TRADE

The Subcommittee on Commodities,

Risk Management, and Trade of the
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Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry is authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, June 9, 2022, at 11 a.m., to conduct
a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CHEMICAL SAFETY, WASTE
MANAGEMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND
REGULATORY OVERSIGHT
The Subcommittee on Chemical Safe-

ty, Waste Management, Environmental

Justice, and Regulatory Oversight of

the Committee on Environment and

Public Works is authorized to meet

during the session of the Senate on

Thursday, June 9, 2022, at 10 a.m., to

conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS, MEDIA,
AND BROADBAND
The Subcommittee on Communica-
tions, Media, and Broadband of the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation is authorized to meet

during the session of the Senate on

Thursday, June 9, 2022, at 10 a.m., to

conduct a hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EUROPE AND REGIONAL
SECURITY COOPERATION
The Subcommittee on Europe and

Regional Security Cooperation of the

Committee on Foreign Relations is au-

thorized to meet during the session of
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the Senate on Thursday, June 9, 2022,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 13,
2022

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m. on Monday, June
13; and that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate resume
consideration of Calendar No. 388, H.R.
3967; further, that the cloture motions
filed during today’s session ripen at
5:30 p.m. on Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JUNE 13, 2022, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.
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There being no objection, the Senate,
at 3:48 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
June 13, 2022, at 3 p.m.

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate June 9, 2022:

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

SAMUEL R. BAGENSTOS, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES.

FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT INVESTMENT
BOARD

DANA KATHERINE BILYEU, OF NEVADA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT INVEST-
MENT BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 11, 2023.

LEONA M. BRIDGES, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT INVESTMENT
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 11, 2023.

STACIE OLIVARES, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT INVESTMENT
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 25, 2024.

MICHAEL F. GERBER, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT IN-
VESTMENT BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER
25, 2022.

MICHAEL F. GERBER, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL RETIREMENT THRIFT IN-
VESTMENT BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER
25, 2026.

THE JUDICIARY

ROBERT STEVEN HUIE, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA.
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